Over the years, the magazine has had
many project boats, and there have been
two pieces of kit that went the distance
—one is a John Hewinson Canvas sea
anchor, the other a Small Boat Safety
Bag from the same manufacturer.

John presented us with the gear for use in
one of our early Ramco 580s and they have
been a part of our project boat t-outs ever
since. The oating grab-bag contains all the
emergency basics, such as ares, lifejackets,
a torch, water and rst aid kit. Fortunately,
we have never needed to use the grab bag
for its intended purpose.

The sea anchor is quite the opposite. Over
the years there would have been few out-
ings in project boats  with the exception of
trolling in fresh and salt water when the

sea anchor wasn t deployed. Having had it
for at least 14 years, it has certainly done the
hard yards and is only now starting to show
the effects of its extended use.

The sea anchor is a Number Four and it
has been used to slow the boat when drift-
ing baits for snapper over the foul, search-
ing the depths for hapuku and bluenose, or,
more recently, when soft-plastic shing.

While the Number Four has served us
admirably, with a move to bigger boats
(such as the current Extreme 700 Game
King hardtop), there is more windage to
contend with and the need for a better
handbrake . So John recently upgraded
us to the Number 5. Television presenter
Graeme Sinclair of Carter’s Gone Fishin’
fame, has been singing the product s praises
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Quality fabric, rope,
storage bag & ready to use.
Sizes:
* 4ft Suits 5mt to 6.5mt g
Open Boat.
* 5ft suits 6mt to 8.5mt
Hard Top Boat

* Larger sizes for Launches
also available.
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and | now know why.

I get to shin a number of boats in many
situations where a sea anchor has been
deployed, and | can honestly say, hand on
heart, | have yet to come across anything
as effective as the JHC models. There are
plenty of sea anchors out there that do the
job, so what makes these so special?

Firstly, their longevity. As | mentioned,
the current model had done at least 14
years service, and with a little mainte-
nance will continue to serve a few more
seasons yet. It is now on our new ve-
metre Stabicraft Matt Watson Special
1720. The product, while more expensive
than most, goes the distance, as it is made
from quality components.

Secondly, the anchor is easy to deploy
and quickly lls, parachute fashion. A
small buoy ensures it also stays upright
in the water and does not twist, while a
trip-line makes retrieval easy.

Thirdly, should it ever be needed for an
emergency, there is plenty of good qual-
ity rope of a suitable length, so it can be
deployed off the bow to keep the boat
pointing into the swell.

The JHC sea anchor also comes with its
own bag, making it easier to stow once dry.

John Hewinson Canvas makes a wide
range of practical shing equipment under
its Hewies Fishing Gear label. You can
check this out for yourself at their show-
room, Gumdigger Place, Whangarei, or on
the website www.jhc.co.nz.

- Grant Dixon €




